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Introduction 

 
 
This five lesson curriculum explores the history and background of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
peace process. The curriculum is modular: lessons can be used sequentially over five class 
periods or as stand-alone lessons. Lesson plans occasionally include specific tips for educators 
depending on which option they chose. Each lesson is also modular. Every lesson contains an 
anticipatory set, two or three main activities, and a closing activity. These components were 
designed to be used together, but educators can pull out specific elements. This flexibility 
enables educators to customize this ready-to-use curriculum to meet individual time constraints, 
needs, and goals.  
 
Each lesson includes all of the necessary primary source documents, secondary source 
documents, maps, and worksheets for the lesson. These materials follow each lesson plan and 
their titles are listed on the lesson plan and on the table of contents. 
 
Lessons I and II provide the context for understanding Arab-Israeli relations by having students 
examine the geography of Southwest Asia and North Africa, the origins of Arab nationalism and 
Zionism, and the broken promises made to Arabs and Jews during World War I. Lessons III and 
IV provide an overview of Israeli-Arab relations from their roots in the British Mandate through 
the present. Lesson V examines the challenges and benefits of a peaceful resolution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 
 
Words from other languages can be transliterated a variety of ways into English. The Institute 
for Curriculum Services has attempted to follow modern conventions whenever possible. 
Primary source documents have not been altered and may use transliterations that are no 
longer common.  
 
Various communities in the United States have strong opinions on the issues involved in this 
curriculum. In producing these materials, the Institute for Curriculum Services has made every 
attempt to include various points of view and to use scholarly sources and primary source 
documents to present a factual account of historical events. The Institute for Curriculum 
Services is dedicated to promoting accurate instructional materials on Jews, Judaism, and 
Israel. Please send questions, requests, or suggestions about ICS educational materials to 
bchaika@icsresources.org. 
 
The materials in this curriculum may be reproduced for classroom use or to share with other 
educators. When sharing the curriculum, please include this Introduction. 
 
Please download the latest version of this curriculum before using it. It is available at 
www.icsresources.org/curricula.  ICS frequently updates, revises, and strengthens its materials. 
Sign up at www.icsresources.org/register to be notified of major updates, new materials, and 
events in your area. Please send questions, suggestions, and requests  
 

 
The Institute for Curriculum Services is a joint project of the Jewish Community  

Relations Council of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin, Sonoma, Alameda  
and Contra Costa Counties and the Jewish Council for Public Affairs. 
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