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Judaism Photo Gallery Tour 

 
 
Overview 
This activity uses a fun visual arts activity to reinforce and enrich student understanding 
of Judaism. Students tour a photo gallery of places and objects that are important to 
Jews and Judaism. Each image is accompanied by a brief explanation and a question 
that requires active thinking.  
 
This resource includes a lesson plan, student worksheet, image sheets with 
photographs, descriptions, and questions, and a sample answer sheet for teachers.  
 
 
Note 
Please download the latest version of this lesson before using it. ICS frequently 
updates, revises, and strengthens its materials. Sign up at 
www.icsresources.org/register to be notified of major updates, new materials, and 
events in your area. Please send questions, suggestions, and requests about ICS 
educational materials to bchaika@icsresources.org. 
 
 
Goal 

1) Students will be able to identify the significance of various objects and places to 
Judaism. 

 
 
Materials 
Each student will need: 

1) Photo Gallery Worksheet 
 
The teacher will need: 
Standard Activity 

1) Image sheets with photographs, descriptions, and questions (preferably printed 
out in color from the ICS website)  

2) Thumb-tacks or tape to attach sheets to classroom walls 
3) (optional) paper to cover images before the activity begins so they will not 

distract students or to keep the activity a surprise 
4) (recommended) egg timer or stopwatch 

 
Alternative Activity 

1) Overhead transparencies of Image sheets with photographs, descriptions, and 
questions (preferably printed out in color from the ICS website)  

2) Overhead projector 
 

http://www.icsresources.org/register
mailto:bchaika@icsresources.org
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Instructional Design 
Standard Activity - Before Class 
 

1) Attach each image sheet to a wall of the classroom. Note: Teachers may omit 
image sheets or create their own.  
 

2) (optional) Cover image sheets with a sheet of blank paper to minimize student 
distraction or to keep the activity a surprise 
 

Standard Activity Part 1 - Instructions 
 

1) Inform students that they are about to tour a photo gallery of Judaism where they 
will examine objects and places that are important to Jewish people and 
Judaism. 
 

2) Inform students that they will be divided into small groups. Each group will begin 
at a different ñexhibitò (i.e. image sheet that the teacher attached to the wall 
before class). At each exhibit they must fill in a row of the ñPhoto Gallery 
Worksheetò by recording the name of the image in the first column, its connection 
to Jews or Judaism in the second column, and their answer to the question below 
each image in the final column.  
 

3) Instruct students to discuss the information and their answers with their group 
members before filling in the worksheet. Tell them that they will only have 3 
minutes at each exhibit, so they will need to stay focused and write their answers 
quickly.  
 

4) Divide students into groups of 2 or 3 individuals. The number of groups should 
not exceed the number of image sheets (it is preferable to increase the group 
size). 

 
Standard Activity Part 2 ï The Tour 

 
   1)  Send each group to a different ñexhibitò (image sheet). If you covered over the 

images before class, instruct students not to remove the paper until you tell them 
to do so. Once all the groups are in front of an image tell students to remove the 
cover sheet, look at the image, read the description and begin filling out their 
worksheet.  
 

   2)  Remind students that they will change ñexhibitsò every three minutes. 
 

   3)  Time three minutes and instruct students to rotate clockwise to the next exhibit. 
An egg timer or stopwatch makes this much easier. 
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   4)  Repeat step 3 until students have rotated through all the exhibits.  
 

Closure 
 

1) Have student volunteers share their answers to the questions. 
 

2) Ask students to identify their favorite image and explain why they like it.  
 
 
Alternative Activity 
 

1) Instead of posting image sheets around the classroom, create overhead 
transparencies. 

 
2) Display images with an overhead projector and have students fill out the ñPhoto 

Gallery Worksheetò or discuss each image and question as a class. 
 



 

                                                                               

Photo Gallery Worksheet 

 

Image Name Connection to 

Jews or Judaism 

Answer to Question 
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Torah Ark 

 

 

 
 

 

Synagogues are Jewish houses of worship. The special room where religious services 
are held in the synagogue is usually called the sanctuary. This is an image of the front 
of the sanctuary in the Szeged Synagogue in Hungary. In most synagogues, Torah 
scrolls are kept at the front of the sanctuary, in a special area called an ark that is 
covered by curtains or small doors. The Torah scroll contains the first five books of the 
Hebrew Bible and Jews read from it during their religious services. Why do you think the 
Torah scrolls are kept in an ark?  



 

                                                                               

Shabbat Candlesticks 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This is a picture of Shabbat candlestick holders. Shabbat is the Jewish Sabbath. In 
Judaism, Shabbat is a day of rest when Jews should avoid everyday work and focus 
on their family and the spiritual aspects of life. The Shabbat ritual begins with lighting 
Shabbat candles. These candles are often placed in beautiful candlestick holders. In 
the Middle Ages, Shabbat candlestick holders were often the most expensive thing a 
Jewish family owned. Why do you think Shabbat candlesticks were often the most 
expensive thing medieval Jews owned? 



 

                                                                               

Ancient Synagogue 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Synagogues, Jewish houses of worship, have been used for thousands of years. The 
Dura-Europos Synagogue in Syria is one of oldest and best preserved synagogues 
discovered by archeologists. It was abandoned, with the rest of the city, when Dura-
Europos was conquered by the Persians in the middle of the third century CE. The 
synagogues walls were painted with images from the Hebrew Bible, like this one, which 
shows the Egyptian Pharaohôs daughter finding Moses in the river. Why do you think 
Jews might be interested in their ancient religious sanctuaries? 



 

                                                                               

Tzedakah Box 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Tzedakah is a Hebrew word that is usually translated as charity; but it literally means 
righteousness. A Tzedakah box is a special container where Jewish families put 
charitable donations. Judaism teaches that the commandment to give charity is 
extremely important; in fact, traditional Jewish law states that families should give 
between 10 and 20 percent of their income to charity if they can afford it. Before the 
Jewish Sabbath begins, many households put a donation in the Tzedakah box as a 
family. Why do you think many Jewish families have a special box for charity? 



 

                                                                               

The Talmud 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a photograph of a man studying Talmud. The Talmud contains Jewish laws, 

legal discussions, comments about Jewish history, the meaning of the Hebrew Bible, 

and opinions about Jewish ethics, and traditions. The Talmud is very large; a typical 

printing covers 12,800 large pages, like the one in the photograph. Together with the 

Hebrew Bible, the Talmud forms the foundation of traditional Judaism. Though many 

Jews study Talmud on their own, like the man in this photo, the traditional way to study 

Talmud is in pairs; study partners read a phrase aloud and then thoroughly discuss it 

together before reading the next phrase. What might be the advantages of studying 

Talmud with a partner for individual Jews or for the Jewish community?  



 

                                                                               

Jewish Community Centers 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Jewish community centers (known as JCCs) offer a wide range of services from hosting 
cultural events to providing recreational programs. In this picture, families gather 
together to watch a Capoeira dance performance at the San Francisco JCC. Like 
modern YMCAs (which stands for Young Menôs Christian Association), JCCs are open 
to people of all religious backgrounds. Why do you think Jewish communities created 
communal organizations in addition to synagogues? 
  


